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Tak, the toad's neck cut off by her knife.

She puts her thin white fingers in it. The
fresh guts of the toad are dragged out. It's
chilly outside even in the afternoon.

Though it is a cold-blooded animal, fluffy
and white steam is comming out of the guts,
then gets cold immediately. The viscera drifts
away like a flimsy string.

A crow cried twice watching vigilantly on
the big stone in the river. The body was throw
into the tab by the cold hand of the woman.
The blood of it is washed away completely
with clear spring water of Tsukuba mountain.
She cleans twenty more small toads in the
same way.

Then the woman pats her lower back and
stands up. She stretches and looks upat the
direction of the Mt. Nantai. A modern white

building stands out from evergreen
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mountains.

It is the National Climate Observatory,
which was renovated a while ago.

She imagines him watching numbers with
a serious on his face there. Distant clouds
spreads thinly into the color before dusk . She
often sees such clouds in these days. The
color of the sky seems separated by horizon-
-tal clouds.

I have aeeeeling of expectation in the air,
woman and hurries along home with a tub
full of toad heads and bodies.

She steeps peeled skin of toads in boiling
water to clean away odors and poison ,then
dresses them in a vinegared miso sauce.

Heads are blanched to soften them for
several times, then they are shimmered in a

sweetened soy sauce. She makes extra of
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them as preserved food.

The bodies can be minced for meat ball
soup with ginger.. It's hearty.

Or they can be soaked in soy sauce and
sweet cooking rice wine to be baked slowly
with charcoal fire for flavor. With finishing
pepper, it will be a good snack for him..

But, for today...
After some consideration, she pickes up a

bag of rice flour.

“Welcome back”

She takes his coat and receives his hat. And
she hangs them. He wipes his hand carefully
with a washbasin, and puts a sleeve through
a clean and smooth yukata. He seemed quite
tired, but after breathing in his nose a few

times,he say
“The smell of deep-fried”
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She smiles and nods.

All the menu is prepared at the most
delicious and hot condition on the table.

Applying a small amount of roughly baked
salt to the meat passed through a light oil,he
put into his mouth. Delicate toad meat loose,
then light white meat mix with oil of the
flour.

“good”

He says Keenly. She says blushing and smi-
-ling,

“I think that you will get tired if it is the
same food as usual. Even this is use a my litt-
-le wisdom.”

“Somehow,I feel bad...”

When the man says with holding chopsticks,
she awakes

“Oh,no, please dont worry. I don't meanthat.

I'm sorry”



With downcase his eyes,he man is chewing.

She say again.

“So,these things are usual,l thnk.Womans
living near the sea cook fish the same way as
I do toads, and womans of mountains think
hou to cook edible wild plants.

“Though, you feel inconvenient,dont'you?”

“No exactry.In addition,I don't like town so
much with troubling. I feel relieved.”

She said exaggeratedly.

The man and the woman keep silent a
while.then she talks to him.

“Around here...It is around the observatory,
isn't it? Town at the foot of mountains has no
problems,doesn't it?”

He puts chopsticks on the table.

“Today, there was a tour from the central
observatory, We examined it in various ways.

However, I can not predict the phenomenon.”
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“For now”

“Um, I am an amateur who has not studied
professionally ...If you do not observe it, you
will not suffer from such a result ...”

Man smiles,

“That's so you.”

He relaxes. She Relieves and thinks.

It is only a few things that people can
observe,

If the phenomenon is bothering him, it is
because of observation or observation.

If the clouds I saw and the phenomena
observed by this person were harmonized just
a little.

When a woman thinks about it, there is a
sound from the other side of the Storm door.

She shuts down the shutter door beforehand
on the day she thought it might fall.

For the hope of him which It is may not be
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falling until the next morning opening a
shutter door.

“Bonk boing clap plop”

He sighed without a spirit of voice

"Not again."

While she imagined the sight of the other
side of the shutter, She thinks That's right,
let's try miso grill tomorrow.

Miso i1s sweetly,will surely become delicious

if it is lightly burnt and burned fragrantly.
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